
Title: Paul's Instructions for The First Centruy Church in Rome...and for Us! 

Passage: Romans 12-13 

 

Background - Book of Romans:  

- 30 years passed since Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection 

- church grew from Jews to Gentiles, from Jerusalem and to the surrounding regions. 

- faced tensions borne out of Jews-Gentile divisions as well as in context of surrounding pagan culture 

 

Context - Chapter 12 
- Romans Ch 1-11, key points: 

- God takes sin very seriously where judgment and wrath await. 

- We are all sinners and we all need forgiveness 

- God's family is not defined by race or any outward trait but rather big adoptive family of forgiven sinners 

formed by God's grace 

- Our adoption into God's family was paid by Jesus death on the cross 

- God's grace was not a license to sin but rather reason to stop because have been set free from sin 

- God's children bear personal responsibility to respond to His grace in faith 

- Chapter 12 begins applications to doctrine discussed in Chapters 12-13. 

 

Passage: Romans 12-13 

 

Romans 12:1 (purpose = worship God) 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

- "a living sacrifice" = not dead, but living = continual act 

- "spiritual worship" = we worship God out of presenting our lives, our bodies everyday 

 

Romans 12:2 (renew your mind to be transformed) 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 

discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

- you, as a child of God, are called to be transformed 

- How? By renewing our minds to think like God through His Word 

- Why? We may demonstrate what is good and acceptable and perfect 

 

Romans 12:3 (be humble) 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 

think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 

- be humble 

- "each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned" = God has granted specific portions of faith by 

His sovereignty and wisdom 

 

Romans 12:4-8 (use your gift to serve the body of Christ, the church) 

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though 

many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who 

teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 

who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

- consider what is your gift(s) and how to serve the body of Christ. 

 

Romans 12:9a 

Let love be genuine. 

- Love (definition): Conscious choice one makes to sacrificially give and service one another 



- note: do not serve others to make you feel good or receive praise from others 

- motive: do so to bring glory to God 

 

Romans 12:9b 

Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 

- Question: do you hate what is evil? 

- Temptation: entertain oneself with it instead? 

- Why hold fast to what is good?  Because our culture wants to lead us away 

- What is good?  What the one, true God says it is.  Read His Word and understand what is good and what is 

evil. 

 

Romans 12:10a 

Love one another with brotherly affection.  

- Question: do we love one another despite our differences? 

 

Romans 12:10b 

Outdo one another in showing honor. 

- Question: How can we outdo one another in good ways? 

 

Romans 12:11 

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

- Being adopted into God's family is exciting stuff! 

- Be refreshed with the truth of your adoption! 

 

Romans 12:12 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

- celebrate what is to come (Jesus return)! 

- in the meantime, be patient and persevere in trials.  How?  Pray continually. 

 

Romans 12:13 

Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

- "saints" = sinners who have been forgiven of their sins by Christ's death on the cross = our brothers and sisters 

in Christ 

- what is the call? Contribute to their needs. 

- "show hospitality" = open your home to others, non-believers 

 

Romans 12:14 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

- Think of someone who persecuted you.  God's call for us to bless them. 

 

Romans 12:15 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 

- temptation: be jealous to those who are doing well or not be sympathetic to those who are undergoing difficult 

times 

- instead: change your perspective so to join others in their situation. 

 

Romans 12:16a-b 

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. . 

- Call: associate with the lowly 

- Temptation: surround yourself with like people.  Consider going beyond comfort circle. 

 

Romans 12:16c 



Never be wise in your own sight. 

- Don't be prideful 

- Always explore the depths of God 

 

Romans 12:17 

Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 

- always take the high road and honor others. 

 

Romans 12:18 

If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

- Be a peacemaker. 

 

Romans 12:19-21 

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 

repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something 

to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good. 

- leave judgment and punishment to God.  Not in your own hands. 

- instead, God calls us to bless our enemies. 

 

Romans 13:1-4 (Submission to the Authorities) 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those 

that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, 

and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 

have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is 

God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the 

servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 

- context: Roman government was hostile to Christianity. 

- God still calls His children to submit oneself to governing authorities. 

- Be subject to God, then to your governing authorities 

 

Romans 13:5-7 (Pay taxes) 

Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For 

because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to 

all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 

respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

 

Romans 13:8-10 (Fulfilling the Law Through Love) 

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 

covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

Romans 13:11-14 

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 

now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 

not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Final Point 
- the application points in Romans 12-13 are for God's children to only hear but also do in worship to God. 



James 1:22-25 

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 

not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes 

away and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 

perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 


